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Paris, 10th April 2017 – Hello Tomorrow, the international organisation fast becoming the reference in deep 
tech, launches its Global Challenge today. The Challenge, now in its 4th edition, is an international 
competition, open to both infant and mature stage deep-tech startups, which aims to propel  promising 
disruptive technology from the lab and into the world. 

Deep tech is fast infiltrating our daily lives, and is on track to revolutionise the world around us. The 
transformation of our most pressing environmental and social issues has already begun through innovative 
advances in science and technology, be it via specialised cancer treatments or new methods of reforestation.

This is at the very heart of what Hello Tomorrow does, and it is from this desire to transform society through 
technology that the Hello Tomorrow Challenge was born, in order to support those behind these incredible 
advances. 

DEEP TECH STARTUPS:  HURDLES BEFORE THE FINISH LINE

Deep-tech startups rely on complex technology which needs a particularly long R&D phase. As a result, 
deep-tech startups are often confronted by numerous challenges, such as a lack of capital investment, 
technology complexity, and long time to market, but they often also need support with industrial methods and 
commercial strategies for their innovations. In face of these challenges, large groups seem like the only ones 
capable of addressing these issues in a constructive way. Hello Tomorrow’s latest report From Tech to Deep 
Tech co-written with The Boston Consulting Group, confirms that 97% of startups surveyed¹, wished to 
develop a long term partnership with a large group. In this context, Hello Tomorrow presents a coherent 
solution to support entrepreneurs by connecting them to those actors and accelerating the development of 
their innovations. 

HELLO TOMORROW, A SPRINGBOARD FOR DEEP TECH

As well as unearthing these promising projects, thanks to wide-scale international sourcing, Hello Tomorrow 
also wishes to put them in the spotlight. By offering them visibility, most notably in front of investors and 
large groups,  Hello Tomorrow facilitates their access to a network of potential partners and invites them to 
join a passionate community, which uses science and technology to create a brighter future. Hello Tomorrow 
is able to achieve this thanks to the support of its partners, which include their Worldwide Partner BNP 
Paribas, BCG, la French Tech, L’Oréal, Carrefour, Air Liquide, Groupe ADP, Michelin, Solvay, and Sycomore 
Asset Management. 

 

1. Report based on global survey of over 400 deep-tech startups and 50+ corporates and VCs in the Hello Tomorrow Community, interested in the 
conditions needed to develop deep tech startups and their models for collaboration with large groups. 

HELLO TOMORROW CHALLENGE
Ultimate International Deep-Tech Startup Competition Kicks Off 10th April 2017!

 
With the help of a jury composed of scientists, entrepreneurs, investors, and influent industrial partners, adhering to 
strict criteria, Hello Tomorrow selects 500 projects with potential for strong long-term impact from over 3,500 startup 
candidates in 10 Challenge Tracks, each one corresponding to a different sector. Thanks to a rich international 
network, Hello Tomorrow is able to provide complete support to all startup participants: access to the network, 
visibility and financial resources. Since 2014, Challenge finalists have managed to raise nearly €120M and have gone 
on to achieve ever-increasing success. 
 
In 2016, Challenge prize winners shared prize money of €250,000, but above all, met 120 of the world’s biggest 
Venture Capitalists, which allowed them to accelerate their project. While previously reserved for early-stage startups, 
this year the Hello Tomorrow Challenge is now accepting more mature startups, who have raised up to €2 million.

http://www.nova-gray.com/en/home
http://www.nova-gray.com/en/home
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWmAX2-vraw
https://hello-tomorrow.org/report
https://hello-tomorrow.org/report
https://hello-tomorrow.org/report


HELLO TOMORROW GLOBAL SUMMIT
More Than an Event: A Meeting Place
26th and 27th October 2017, Paris 

The Challenge culminates at the Global Summit, which is 
dedicated to rewarding the best projects selected from the Top 
500 startups. The Global Summit is, above all else, created to 
maximise fruitful meetings between startups and potential 
partners. With more than 50% of all participants coming from 
outside of France, this truly international and atmospheric 
event is organised every year as an experience within itself. 
The selective dimension is reflected in the high quality of the 
visitors and speakers. New on the agenda this year is also an 
Investor Summit, a whole day dedicated to introducing startups 
to a network of international investors (Atomico, Index, Accel, 
Lakestar…).

 

Hello Tomorrow 2016 
in numbers

More than 3,000 participants to the 
Global Summit : 82 speakers, 110 
investors, 680 companies, 920 innovators, 
900 startups, 110 media partners and 200 
volunteers and staff members.

Renowned Speakers: Mike Bloomberg, Ed 
Boyden (MIT), Fatih Birol (IEA), Raymond 
Lo (Meta), Emily Leproust (Twist 
Bioscience), Ran Krauss (Airobotics)...

Recognition for far-reaching disruptive 
projects 
> Grand Prize : Lilium Aviation
> Food & Agriculture: SafetyNet
> Health: NovaGray
> WellBeing: Blitab 

Key contacts for the Top 500 Startups 
77% of all contacts met their investors at 
Hello Tomorrow. 85% met with 
manufacturers and 94% with entrepreneurs

Launch of 
Challenge
10 April

Closing Date for 
Entries
1rt June 

Selection of 
Top 500
1st July

 Selection of
Top 100

1st September

Global Summit
Paris

26th & 27th  Oct.

HELLO TOMORROW: GLOBAL PRESENCE

Hello Tomorrow is, at its core, an international community made up of people who work towards 
promoting the aims and values of the organisation. These ambassadors make up the local hubs which help 
deep tech entrepreneurs around the world to develop their disruptive projects, thanks to investment and 
physical presence, Hello Tomorrow is proud to have over 60 ambassadors present in 40 different countries. 
This year, they’re at the helm of a number of events, including :

> "The Future of Food" in Sao Paulo 4th May 2017
> "Converging Technologies" Seoul, for the Asian Leadership Conference 2017
> "Reaching a Sustainable Future by 2050" Lima, 27th and 28th June 2017
> "The Future of Mobility" Bangalore 29th July 2017

 

About
Hello Tomorrow is a global organisation which gathers together a community of thousands of the world’s brightest 
talents, who leverage science and deep technologies to create a better future. Hello Tomorrow initiates and propels 
collaborations between the world’s most promising projects with leading entrepreneurs, executives and investors, to 
bring breakthrough technology to market. The annual Startup Challenge and Global Summit, as well as numerous 
international events all around the world, have become a unique platform to connect local deep-tech ecosystems with 
a global innovation network.
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