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ASSOCIATION FOR NATURE, ENVIRONMENT 
AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT SUNCE 

 Founded in 1998, one of the leading 
environmental NGOs in Croatia 

2 programs:  
 Environmental Protection and 

Sustainable Development 
 Nature Conservation 

    
2 departments:  

 Education and Public 
Informing 
 

 Environmental Law 
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Sustainable Waste Management Act in Article 4. 
regulates the definition of marine litter as: 
                                                                                                     
 
 „waste in the marine environment and in the 
coastal area in direct contact with the sea arising 
from human activities on land or at sea, located 
on the surface of the sea, in the water column, 
on the seabed or flooded.“ 

 

MARINE WASTE (LITTER) 
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 The basic measure for reducing the amount of 
marine waste is the establishment of an 
effective waste management system in the 
coastal areas of all countries that share the 
Adriatic Sea.  
 

 80-90% of waste in the seas and oceans comes 
from the mainland. 
 

 The biggest problem is PLASTIC. 
 

 Every day, at least 13,000 tones of plastic ends up in 
the oceans which is equivalent to the weight of 82 
blue whales (the largest animal on the Earth)! 

MARINE WASTE (LITTER) 



WHAT IS THE PROBLEM WITH PLASTIC? 

 

 

 
 Plastic and plastic items have become popular since the 1950s.  

 
 It is cheap and raw material and easy to process.  

 
 It is light, water resistant, firm and flexibile. 

 

                                   BUT 
 
 It loses quality in the recycling process 

 
 Some items, among those  
      that we use daily, have a  
      special life cycle. We only use them for a  
      few minutes but it takes tens to hundreds  
      of years to decompose and we don’t  
      know how long will it take for them to  
      completely dissapear.  
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Large amount of plastic products are  
manufactured for disposable and discarded  

after just one use, producing about  
300 million tonnes of waste annually,  

of which about 8 million tonnes ends up in the 
sea!!! 



Most common 
waste on 
beaches 



Large plastic parts injure, choke, and often kill marine 
animals, including protected and endangered species 

such as sea turtles and Mediterranean monk seals. 
Abandoned or lost fishing nets continue to "fish" for 
several more years as marine animals continue to be 

entangled in them. 
 

 

The waste on the beaches  
accounts for only about 15% of marine 

waste,  
while the other 15% is floated and  
about 70% ends up on the seafloor.  

 



MICROPLASTIC 

 Parts of plastic smaller than 5 mm.  

 The main source of microplastic are plastic bottles, bags 
and similar materials, but there are other less expected 
sources.  

 Microplastic is released by washing synthetic clothes, 
consuming car tires and flushing face care and cleaning 
products that contain tiny particles of plastic.  

 It is estimated that 80% of all Mediterranean waste is 
made up of microplastic that is generated by the 
decomposition and shredding of plastic waste already 
present in the sea.  

 These tiny particles of plastic are easily replaced by marine 
organisms for plankton and eaten, accidentally or 
intentionally, so it enters the food chain, and thus comes 
to our plates. Plastic often contains various additives and 
chemical compounds that can be harmful to animals and 
humans. 

 Research has shown that microplastic is present in all 
ecosystems - from the Antarctic, across the Mediterranean 
to the tropics, in the air, sea, water, food and human feces. 
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 Microplastic reached record levels of 1.25 million 
pieces per square kilometer in the 
Mediterranean Sea.   
 

 The effects of plastic pollution in the 
Mediterranean are causing serious harm to both 
nature and human health.   
 

 If plastic pollution increases, it will threaten global 
reputation of the Mediterranean Sea as a top 
tourist destination and source of quality fishery 
products. 
 

 Plastic products today make up to 95% of the 
waste floating on the Mediterranean Sea or lying 
on the beaches.  

 
 
 

By the 2050. the oceans could 
have more plastic than fish! 



 
 There is no concrete answer on how much is 

microplastic present in the Adriatic sea and in what 
species. 
 

 Only a few studies have been carried out and 
systematic monitoring is still being established.  
 

 But, all carried out studies have found microplastic, 
in different quantities, and we do not have expertly 
defined thresholds what does those quantities 
mean, because there is not enough data. 
 

 

MICROPLASTIC IN THE ADRIATIC SEA 

 However, considering the extremely poor and 
inadequate waste management systems in coastal 
areas and on the islands and the alarming 
photographs of the Adriatic beaches and parts of 
the sea, the situation certainly can’t be good.  



„ML-REPAIR“ - REducing and 
Preventing, an integrated Approach 

to Marine Litter Management in 
the Adriatic Sea 

 
International cooperation,  

Interreg Italy – Croatia. 
 

Goal of the project is  
prevention and reduction of 
waste input and dispersal in 

the Adriatic Sea 

ML - REPAIR 



PROJECT ACTIVITIES  

 
 Communication campaign for tourists launched 

with a public event held on the main street in Split 
– „Let's beach about it“ 
 

 Video on marine litter and other educational 
materials created and distributed to Jadrolinija 
sale points, ferries and catamaran lines. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJALyw4e41E 
 

 Created and distributed paper ashtrays for the 
beach in order to prevent leaving cigarette butts 
 

 Educational activities for children (more than 600 
children were educated about the importance of 
marine litter and ways of preventing it) 
 

 Fishing for litter video: 
https://vimeo.com/353827023?fbclid=IwAR3S8sBf
v6ZC5Jd1jhSZPvLQ52kg4okRQTy8fuBfM_DTXXyrkd
HmmtatZW4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJALyw4e41E
https://vimeo.com/353827023?fbclid=IwAR3S8sBfv6ZC5Jd1jhSZPvLQ52kg4okRQTy8fuBfM_DTXXyrkdHmmtatZW4
https://vimeo.com/353827023?fbclid=IwAR3S8sBfv6ZC5Jd1jhSZPvLQ52kg4okRQTy8fuBfM_DTXXyrkdHmmtatZW4
https://vimeo.com/353827023?fbclid=IwAR3S8sBfv6ZC5Jd1jhSZPvLQ52kg4okRQTy8fuBfM_DTXXyrkdHmmtatZW4


 Designed and organized exhibition entitled 
"Plastična (noćna) mora” (Plastic nightmare)" 
in 4 cities by the sea (Split, Dubrovnik, Zadar, 
Rijeka). The exhibition consisted of panels and 
educational games for children and attracted a 
lot of media attention. 
 

 Designed and organized exhibition of marine 
litter called "Always fresh!" at the fish markets 
in Split, Dubrovnik, Zadar and Rijeka. Waste 
was collected during the cleanup action of 
Zaglav Beach on the island of Vis. 
 
 
 

PROJECT ACTIVITIES  



 Overall objective is to create the 
preconditions for the designation of new 
marine conservation areas important for 
birds (SPA) in Croatia by creating a list of 
proposed new SPA sites and development 
of conservation measures for these areas. 

 

Some of the actions:  

 Marine litter monitoring in Nature Park 
Lastovo Islands (beaches and sea surface); 

 Posters and magnets;  

 Planning of marine litter mitigation actions. 

 
16 

OTHER RELATED ACTIVITIES 



Direct actions: 

 Marine litter monitoring 

 Developing volunteer programs for cleaning 
coastal areas (Volontiraj za prirodu, 
volontiraj za sebe – schools/Telascica; NIP 
project – individuals/Mljet)  

 Underwater and costal cleaning actions 
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OTHER RELATED ACTIVITIES 

Advocacy:  

 Improving waste management 
system in the Dalmatia region 

 Implementation of related 
regulations and laws 

 Networking for information 
exchange and implementation of 
EU directives (Waste, SUP…….) 



Thank you for your attention 
and do not forget to take care of 

our seas. 

  

 


